Bicycle Network milestones

As a not-for-profit organisation, our mission is to make it easier for
everyone to ride a bike, every day. We do this through our iconic
bike rides, behaviour change programs and advocacy initiatives.

Follow some of our key milestones on this timeline.

Bicycle

Victoria
founded

A community

1975

based not-for-profit

organisation that
gets More People
Cycling More

Often.

1984

Great
Escapade
launched

Organisation and
Membership

‘ Programs
‘ Events

Great Vic
Bike Ride is born
A fully supported

bike riding and
camping holiday in
a fun and friendly

environment.

A fully supported bike

riding and camping

1990 M 15?:,0 holiday that visits great
embers destinations outside
Victoria, including
Tasmania, Western
Australia and New
Zealand. Around
LN :EVALE:)
Day is born
1993 3000 Australia’s largest
Members single-day bike ride,

Bike
Parking

Experts forms

1994

Space efficient

and bike-friendly

1995

18,000
Members

1999

bike parking
solutions.

with a challenge to
suit everyone.

Federation
Trail
campaign
begins

Rail Trail

cam

paign

begins

Ride On
launches

Bi-monthly Members’
magazine with

2004

accessible, entertaining,

inspiring, up to date and
practical bike-related
information.

2005

2006

Ride2School
launches

A behaviour

change program that

encourages children
to actively travel to
and from school.

First

National Ride
to Work Day

A behaviour

2007

change program that

encourages workers to
have fun and get fit
by riding to and

from work.

40,000
Members

2008

Federation
Trail opens
A 23km off-road
path for residents
of the south-west
suburbs, from
Werribee to
Brooklyn.

Eastlink
Path bridges
Confirmation
that bridges will
grade-separate the
EastLink Path over
the Burwood and
Maroondah
Highways.

Advocacy
Trails and paths

City lanes

St Kilda Road
bike lanes
Bike lanes

installed along

St Kilda Road.

Provincial
Pathways
program begins
Victorian government
commits $8 million
to develop rail trails in
regional Victoria, such as
the Warrnambool to
Port Fairy and Murray
to Mountains rail
trails.

Swanston
Street
‘Copenhagen
lanes’
1km of separated
bike path between
parked cars and
the footpath.

Merri Creek
Bridge

Work starts on the

2009

2010

2011
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2014
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2016

2017

Peaks
Challenge:
a legend is born

Set in the Victorian Alps,
Peaks Challenge is a fully

supported 235km bike
ride with 4000+ metres

of climbing and a 13-

hour deadline.

Parkiteer
expands
The secure bike
parking program
‘Parkiteer’ expands
from an initial trial of
23 cages to over 43
metro railway
stations.

New national

identity

In 2011, we changed
our name to Bicycle
Network, to reflect our
national membership
across the states

Ride On
goes digital
Ride On magazine
launched a digital
version and new
Ride On website.

Koonda Lat Bridge over
the Merri Creek, providing
riders with a convenient
new connection across the
creek to the Merri Creek
Trail and then the

Great Capital City Trail.

Victorian Trail
The first section of
the 134km Tallarook

to Mansfield Rail Trail
opens. Later renamed
the Great Victorian
Trail.

Light Up!
campaign
The Light Up! campaign
was a multi-year campaign
that aimed to get a light on
every bike by identifying and
promoting the cheapest, best-
quality bike lights on the market
each year. Better technology
makes it possible for
everyone to be seen at
night.

Bike budget,
bring it I:_>ack!
campaign
The bike community
rallied on the steps of
Victoria’s Parliament
House to demand the
Baillieu Government
bring back the
bike budget.

Towards
50/50 gender
representation

Bicycle Network made a
public commitment to get
more women riding through
The Ascent program. This
was a new approach, with
skills sessions, training

A classic launches
in Orange
Orange Challenge is a
fully supported 1770km
bike ride with 2,200
vertical metres through
breathtaking Wiradjuri
Country.

Membership supports

including insurance and
enables Members to
contribute to behaviour

rides and in 2016, a
women’s only ride.

New bike lanes

on St Kilda Road

Bicycle Network’s
advocacy efforts against
dooring leads to the City
of Melbourne to trial 5km

of protected bike lanes
on St Kilda Road.

Ride ID Free
campaign is
successful

In 2016, Bicycle Network’s

community united to stop

the NSW Government

50,000
Members

bike riders through
a range of benefits

change programs
and advocacy
initiatives.

from introducing
compulsory ID for

bike riders. Footscray

Veloway
An elevated cycleway
from Footscray to
the city with no road
crossings. Delivered as
part of the West Gate

Cycling Tunnel Project.

Strategy
announced

2018

2019

2020

Open Streets
changes the
school run
Ride2School launches
Open Streets, an Australia

2021

to active travel for drop-
offs and pick-ups.

Parkiteer
grows
Secure bike cages
program grows to a
record-breaking reach of
over 130 metro railway

stations, with more
expected in 2023

and 2024.

2022

National
Ride2School Day
breaks records
366,000 students from
871 schools participated
nationally in 2023. In
Victoria this included a
record-breaking 210,000
students from 500
schools.

2023

Victoria’s Cycling
Strategy outlines
the direction of the
government’s bike policy
for the next decade.
Strategic cycling
corridors become
a priority. North East Bike
Corridor announced
North East Link Project
announces the North
East Bike Corridor to be
constructed along the

first initiative that dedicates
the space around schools

Eastern Freeway between

Darebin
Creek Trail
City of Melbourne
announces 40km of
new bike lanes and a
bridge over the Yarra
as a COVID-19
response.

Minimum
passing distance
laws

Minimum
n

unifyin

passing

distance laws came
into effect in Victoria,

g the

legislation across
Australia.

Bicycle
Network breaks
City of Melbourne
record
With 1100 submissions
and 49 speakers, bike
riders made it clear
Melbourne City should
not rip out its bicycle
infrastructure.

Distracted driving
laws introduced in
Victoria

Drivers receive four
demerit points and a
$555 fine for using
phones, watches and
inbuilt devices.

Gipps
Street steps
removed
Work begins to
replace the Gipps Street
steps on the Main Yarra
Trail at Abbotsford with
a ramp, after 17-year
Bicycle Network
campaign.

Federation Trail
upgrades continue
One of our first bike
trail achievements is

improved through the
Greening the Pipeline
project.

Merri Creek and the
Chandler Highway.

Government
action on
distracted driving
Multi-year campaign
against distracted
driving leads to the
implementation of
mobile phone detection
cameras in three
Australian states.

New
St Kilda Road
bikes lanes underway
After decades of
campaigning by
Bicycle Network and the
community, new separated
bike lanes are coming to
St Kilda Road.

Save
Ride2School
campaign launched
Victorian Government
funding for Ride2School
ended after 17 years.
Bicycle Network launched
its first public fundraising
campaign to save the
program.




